
Journal description and mission
Research in Gerontological Nursing is a forum for disseminating 

peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, cutting-edge gerontological nurs-
ing research to investigators, educators, academicians, clinicians, and 
policymakers involved with older adults in all health care settings. The 
Journal accepts manuscripts reporting quantitative, qualitative, meth-
odological, philosophical, and theoretical research, meta-analyses, inte-
grative and systematic reviews, and instrument development, with the 
aims of improving the wellness and quality of care of the older adult 
population. The Journal adheres to the Uniform Requirements for 
Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals (2008) of the Interna-
tional Committee of Medical Journal Editors.

manuscript types and requirements
Original manuscripts should be no more than 18 double-spaced 

pages in length, exclusive of references, figures, and tables, for original 
research articles (quantitative, translational/implementation, integra-
tive/systematic reviews, theory, instrument development), and no more 
than 20 double-spaced pages, exclusive of references, figures, and tables, 
for qualitative reports. 

In addition to original research articles, the Journal publishes the 
following sections: Research Briefs, Methodological Corner, and Fea-
tured Pilot Studies. Research Briefs are reports of small-scale studies 
(e.g., pilot work, research conducted in one setting, case studies) that 
may serve to either stimulate further investigation or alert other inves-
tigators of work in progress. Featured Pilot Studies are selected by the 
Editor from applicable Research Briefs. Articles submitted to Method-
ological Corner describe challenges and solutions to conducting and/or 
analyzing gerontological research. These include but are not limited to 
general research issues (e.g., recruitment and retention of older research 
participants) and topics focused on more specific populations (e.g., ob-
taining consent from older adults with cognitive impairment). Descrip-
tions of innovative design and analytic approaches are also welcome. 
Authors who wish to submit manuscripts to a section should indicate 
which section in their cover letter. All sections should be 8 to 10 pages 
in length, exclusive of references, figures, and tables. 

All manuscripts must include an APA-style abstract of approximately 
150 words with a focus on findings and conclusions. 

manuscript submission
BEFORE submission, authors must ensure:

1.	 The manuscript conforms to the guidelines for manuscript prepa-
ration of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological As-
sociation, 6th ed. (2009). 

2.	 All author identification (such as author names, university affilia-
tions) have been removed from all manuscript files to facilitate blind 
peer review. “XXX” may be used as a place holder, if necessary. 

3.	 Reports of studies involving human subjects must indicate proce-
dures for the protection of their rights, as well as IRB approval.

4.	 Published, submitted, or in press articles by the author(s) on the 
same topic are disclosed to assure no potential duplication.

5.	 All manuscript pages are numbered.
6.	 All manuscript files have been checked for spelling errors.

If academic, hospital, organizational, or institutional affiliations are 
mentioned in the manuscript, it is the responsibility of the author(s) to 
obtain written permission from the proper authorities (e.g., dean, direc-
tor) to use the names of such. If applicable, authors should describe the 

role of the study sponsor, if any, in study design; collection, analysis, and 
interpretation of data; writing the report; and the decision to submit the 
report for publication. If the supporting source had no such involve-
ment, the authors should so state. If applicable, authors must declare 
whether they had assistance with study design, data collection, data 
analysis, or manuscript preparation. If the manuscript reports on a reg-
istered clinical trial and has been assigned a trial registration number 
from a public trials registry, please provide this information.

Manuscripts should be submitted electronically at www.
RapidReview.com. For detailed instructions for submitting online, 
contact the editorial office at rgn@slackinc.com.

copyright and permissions
Articles are accepted for consideration with the understanding that 

they are submitted solely to Research in Gerontological Nursing and have 
not been published previously. Authors must inform SLACK Incorpo-
rated if tables, photos, or illustrations have been previously published. 
Material reprinted from other publications (including electronic media) 
must be accompanied by a letter of permission from the publisher, which 
extends non-exclusive worldwide rights to reprint the material for all 
forms of media now or hereafter developed to SLACK Incorporated.

Before any manuscript can be considered for publication, the 
Author Statement must be completed in full, signed, and dated by 
each author. The Author Statement can be found in PDF format on-
line at http://www.geronurseresearch.com/about.asp.

peer review
Research in Gerontological Nursing is a juried publication employ-

ing the blind peer review system. All submissions will be evaluated 
using the following criteria:
1.	 The importance and relevance of the topic to gerontological 

nursing care; the generalizability of the ideas/research findings.
2.	 Readability; concise, logical ordering of ideas.
3.	 Sound rationale for ideas, including background.
4.	 Adequate documentation of ideas; citation of recent and relevant 

literature.
5.	 Appropriateness of inquiry methods, including design, sample, 

instruments, and procedures, if research.
6.	 Accuracy of content; soundness of conclusions.

Following unbiased review by the Editorial Advisory Board, Re-
view Panel, and Editor, authors will be notified by e-mail of the manu-
script decision. It is recommended that novice authors have their 
manuscripts reviewed by their well-published peers, instructors, or 
mentors prior to submission. 

Upon publication, the Journal reserves the right to edit manu-
scripts, delete extraneous or excess material, and change or add titles 
and headings. It is not Journal policy to provide monetary compensa-
tion for articles. Complimentary copies of the journal issue in which a 
published article appears will be mailed to the corresponding author.

Letters to the Editor
The Journal accepts letters to the Editor about previously pub-

lished articles or other topics relevant to gerontological nursing prac-
tice. Letters should be no longer than 500 words, including references, 
if any. All letters should contain a clear message or point for readers. 
Letters may be edited for clarity or length, and may be submitted to 
the article author for a response. Letter authors must disclose any 
competing or conflicting interests, if applicable. Letters should be 
e-mailed directly to the editorial office at rgn@slackinc.com.
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